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Mission

Carroll Creek Montessori Public Charter School Mission

CCMPCS's mission is to build a community in which students, parents and staff work together to educate the
"whole child," the sum of the physical, emotional, social, and intellectual parts. We will implement a Montessori
based curriculum to give students the hands-on tools they need to be active learners both in and outside the
classroom. By offering English with Spanish enrichment or dual-language Spanish instruction to all students, we
will provide a unique opportunity for students to learn a second language at an early age and develop
multicultural awareness.

Principals Message

Fall is here and with it has come busy, busy times at CCM.  Parent/Teacher
conferences are later this month which will give our teachers time to share
with you the progress your child has made so far this year.  We are looking
forward to spending this time with you.  We recognize the extra effort it takes
during conference week to adjust to the change in schedule and truly
appreciate each family's dedication to our school as a whole as we provide
opportunities to make these connections.  Lunch will be served each day for
those students who would like to have lunch at school.  Breakfast will also be
served on Friday of conference week.  Our P3 students will not come to
school on conference days.
(Wednesday, Thursday and Friday).  Please be sure to sign up for a conference with your child's teacher as soon as
possible.  Our special area teachers as well as our counselors have also posted times for families to meet with them
if they so choose.   

https://www.parentsquare.com/schools/1443/users/926445


Maria Montessori was a true scientist who observed children in their enviroment and
through these observations and research developed the philosophy and
methodology we use today in Montessori schools.  The adults in a Montessori
learning environment provide opportunities for children to learn at their own pace
and interest while ensuring they reach the expectations of the county and state.
 Children can not learn everything while inside a building which is why we work to
take field trips that connect to the learning that is being done in the classroom while
building confidence and independence.  Classes have already gone camping and
gone to Tree Trekkers, and Upward Enterprises.  We have also had parents visit to
share about their home countries which has been amazing!  As you can see in the
calendar, there are many learning opportunities outside the building planned for the
month of October.  The extra planning and preparation by the adults is has a
multitude of benefits for our students.  Thank you for supporting these experiences
outside our building!

The beginning of school has also had celebrations that have reminded us of our
connections to each other as well as our environment.  Maria Montessori's birthday was
celebrated in classes August 31st and International Day of Peace was September 21st.
 Each classroom honored Maria Montessori in their classrooms, but we were able to gather
together outside for our first assembly of the year for the International Day of Peace
celebration.  Every student had a part in presentations during the ceremony with the middle
school music ensemble accompaning the student body as the event ended with "Light a
Candle for Peace" in both English and Spanish.  Such a lovely tradition!  Our students
participated in community service activities such as the middle school students sprucing up
our school grounds and using chalk to send peaceful messages to those who enter the
building.  An upper elementary class did an amazing job cleaning up the Peace Garden
and added some new flowers.  One of our lower elementary classes tidying yup our
grounds each Friday!

Our Governing Council and our non-profit organization, Monocacy Montessori Communities, Incoprorated, have
been working deligently on facilities over the past several months.  This work is critical to the life of our school.  If
you would like to know more about the progress  being made and how you can help, please attend the next GC or
MMCI meeting. 

Thank you for such a positive response to the change in our arrival/dismissal
procedures.  We are having fewer backups onto Crestwood which was the main goal.
Please remember to turn RIGHT as you leave the school property and turn around in
front of the Hilton to help keep traffic flowing smoothly and safely.  Patience and grace
and courtesy have been evident each morning and afternoon from our families - thank
you!

Please remember that we will not be dismissing students from the office after 3:30 (2:30 on Fridays) so our students
and staff can prepare for the whole school dismissal.  There will be no one to answer phone calls between 3:40 and
4:00  (2:40 and 3:00 on Fridays) due to dismissal.  If your child has a transportation change, please email their
teacher and Mrs. Pelan before 3:00 (2:00 on Fridays).  Thank you for understanding as we work to safely and
efficiently dismiss each child in our care.  

Upcoming Even

http://meet.google.com/vxt-dkrf-ybd
http://brittney.pelan@fcps.org/


10.4 CCM Facilities Meeting 6:00pm 
10.4 CCM GC Meeting @ 7:00pm 
10.5 Yom Kippur - Schools Closed 
10.6 Camping - Mrs. Gouge's Class 
10.6 Chess Club Starts @ 4:00 
10.12 Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:40 arrival for students - No P3 (4:00
dismissal) 
10.12 Movie Field Trip - Middle School 
10.13 Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:40 arrival for students - No P3 (4:00
dismissal) 
10.14 Parent/Teacher Conferences  11:15 dismissal - No P3 
10.19 CCM Facilities Meeting @ 7:00 
10.20 Teacher Work Day - Schools Closed 
10.21 Teacher Professional Learning Day - Schools Closed for Students 
10.24 Fountain Rock Field Trip - Middle School 
10.26 National Aquarium Field Trip - Lower Elementary 
10.26 MMCI Meeting @ 7:00 
11.2 CCM Facilities Meeting @ 6:00pm 
11:2 CCM GC Meeting @ 7:00pm 
11.3 Mexican Cultural Institute Field Trip - MSE Class

Investigating all the tiny
things while camping with  

Ms. Smith's class.

Counselors Corner

http://meet.google.com/cav-dbhw-xhi
http://meet.google.com/vxt-dkrf-ybd
https://chessacademy.com/products/carroll-creek-chess-club
http://meet.google.com/qfv-zgph-iau
http://meet.google.com/hmv-jphy-jzg
http://meet.google.com/xwi-fwyc-rgu


Please welcome Mrs. James as our new
addition to the School Counseling team!
Mrs. James was a school counselor/student
support specialist for seven years before
staying home with her two children.
 Originally from Winchester, VA, Mrs. James
and her husband relocated to downtown
Frederick in 2013.  In addition to supporting
students, Mrs. James enjoys gardening,
bike riding and crafting.  She looks forward
to getting to know the students and families
of CCM!

As school counselors, we will be holding
small groups with students that focus on
specific needs and skills.We continue to
teach a lesson in each classroom, once a
month. Our September lessons varied
topics dependent upon grades, which
included; identifying and expressing
emotions/feelings in primary, self-esteem in
lower elementary, bullying in upper
elementary, and suicide prevention in
middle school.  Our October lessons will
cover new topics. 

We meet with students individually to listen
to their needs, offer advice or support, to
work through peer issues, and/or support
them in advocating for themselves. In the
month of September we have worked
through several situations that required
discussions about bullying and being
inclusive of others.

 

As School Counselors we use brief-solution
focused counseling, as the goal is to help
students get to a place where they can
learn. Outside of this individual counseling,
we are able to offer outside resources for
further supports upon parent request or
need. 

We support our school with the following;
Attendance, 504s, Community and
Homeless Liaison, Testing Coordinator,
High School Registration, etc.

Coming up in October:
National Bullying Prevention/Awareness Month
Parent/Teacher Conferences: Counselors will also have conferences. These are not
mandatory to attend, but on a needs basis.
8th Grade parents will be receiving communication from Mrs. James in regards to High
School preparation/registration! Please be sure to know where your student will be
attending High School. 

Kathleen McNamara, Counselor

Megan James, Counselor

From the Art Room

mailto:kathleen.bosse@fcps.org
http://megan.james@fcps.org/


Lisa Reed, Art Teacher

Music Notes

Mary Lou Reynolds, Music Teacher

mailto:lisa.reed@fcps.org
mailto:mary.reynolds@fcps.org


Spanish Spoken Here

Marisa Maldonado, Spanish Lead Teacher

http://marisa.maldonado@fcps.org/


Isabel Schmitz, Elementary Spanish Teacher

Physical Education

http://isabel.schmitz@fcps.org/




Kerry Grimm, PE Teacher

Lab 21

Lab 21 6th Grade – This class has been learning about various
aspects of being a good digital citizen.  We discussed topics
such as how to tell if a something is real or a scam online, what
makes an online source credible, which personal information is
safe and not safe to share online, the impact that framing can
have on a message, how to create strong passwords, and the
importance of “pause and think” when interacting online.

Marisa Maldonado, Lab 21 Teacher

Tidbits From Our GC

Looking for ways to support CCM through volunteering?
Members of the CCM GC have compiled a catalog of key volunteer roles with job descriptions for each role.
 Descriptions include tasks and time commitment and point of contact for each role.  Click this link to view
the Volunteer Catalog or contact Fundraising@carrollcreekmontessori.org for more information.
 

Request for MMCI Lottery Committee Volunteers: 
Please reach out to lottery@mmcimd.org to get involved

Request for MMCI Assistant Treasurer:
Please reach out to secretary@mmcimd.org to get involved
Request for CCM Library Committee Volunteers: 

Please reach out to communications@carrollcreekmontessori.org to get involved.

Curious about where CCM will be located in Fall 2023?
Monocacy Montessori Communities, Inc. (MMCI) updated its website with a
good overview of the facilities search.  Stay up to date on the facilities search by
attending GC meetings, reading the minutes, and emailing questions
to facilities@carrollcreekmontessori.org. 

Annual Giving Fund:
Our annual Per Pupil Allotment fund has to stretch farther than other public
schools as we pay rent, technology, and other fees not provided through FCPS.
CCM could use your support.
https://www.parentsquare.com/fundraisers/629?
token=d847cfc24bf8f996cab6577c4f96bac4b5922b8b

http://kerry.grimm@fcps.org/
https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/marisa.maldonado@fcps.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XyaaYERfOyJ8vD4jgS00styfrt7CBY2FledOrgk47Wk/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:Fundraising@carrollcreekmontessori.org
mailto:secretary@mmcimd.org
https://mmcimd.org/facilities-search/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ymRYG3Yf9Z99zs4DmZNkktiUIl-UR2VJ


Nikki Burgee, GC Chair 

[Monday, Oct 3 at 8:18 AM] 
For some reason it seems like this did not go out to all of our community. Hopefully this one is sent to everyone!
Have a lovely week!

http://GCChair@carrollcreekmontessori.org/

