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Mission

Carroll Creek Montessori Public Charter School Mission

CCMPCS's mission is to build a community in which students, parents and staff work together to educate the
"whole child," the sum of the physical, emotional, social, and intellectual parts. We will implement a Montessori
based curriculum to give students the hands-on tools they need to be active learners both in and outside the
classroom. By offering English with Spanish enrichment or dual-language Spanish instruction to all students, we
will provide a unique opportunity for students to learn a second language at an early age and develop
multicultural awareness.

Principals Message

Students have been researching and learning about "Thanksgiving" this month.  I am so thankful for students who
have researched the roots of "Thanksgiving" including timelines, Indigenous people, cultural celebrations and, of
course, food! There have been "going out" activities that culminated in students making pumpkin pies, roasting
pumpkin seeds, baking cookies and making plans to do more next week.  Our UE students have been learning the
public bus routes and how to get from our school to the main library downtown and some have taken that trip
already.  Our LE students have taken two field trips this month!  There has been so much learning both inside and
outside our school since our last newsletter!

I am from Indiana so have a fairly good grasp of what the "oval" looks like on a race
track (Indy 500 reference). It really is not unlike our car line.  I have observed the car
rider line at the critical "merge" space most days for the last few weeks.  I have to say
that our families are very courteous and there have been no issues with merging.
 There have, however, been many times I have asked drivers to slow down.  Please
remember to drive slowly the entire time you are on CCM property.  Whether there are
children getting in and out of cars where you are or if you are close to other cars please
use the utmost caution and take an extra minute or two to enjoy the sunrise or maybe
the music in the car or ask your child what their goals are for the day.

Thank all of you who voted in the recent MMCI/GC elections!  Governance in our Charter School is vital to our very
survival.  I really can not say how much I appreciate all the work our past and current parents in those positions
have done to support our school.  If you did not run for a position, please consider coming to meetings to learn more

https://www.parentsquare.com/schools/1443/users/926445


about our school and help make decisions.  When people bring their various experiences to the table it only
expands the possibilities for our school! 
Marilyn Horan, CCM Principal 

Upcoming Events

11.24-11.26 Thanksgiving Break
12.1 GC Meeting  
12.6 1:45 Dismissal - Mid-Term Teacher Work Day 
12.8 7:00 Elementary Ensemble Concert 
12.9 7:00 Middle School Ensemble Concert 
12.15 7:00 MMCI Meeting 
12.22 Pajama Day 
12.23-12.31 No School - Winter Break 
1.3 School Resumes 

Montessori Moment

"A Delicate Task"

When Dr. McTamaney authored the book the staff is currently studying, "A Delicate Task: Teaching and Learning on
a Montessori Path," she had both the child and the adult close to her heart.  This has been the perfect time for our
staff to reflect and re-center as we move through our first year back in the building.  The following poem introduces
the chapter entitled "Work",

What is your great work? 
Not the tasks you do to complete each day 

Mot the have-to and errands and chores of survival 
What is your great work 

The work that defines you 
That drives you? 

What is your Great Work? 
She talks about the difference between work that you don't really
want to do and the feelings you have about it.  Do you dread it?
 Do you embrace it with passion?  Compare that to the work you
do that inspires you and that you love.  Is your work something that
allows us to reach our potential, to inspire and benefit others?  We
do not know what will inspire our children so we provide them with
the tools that will expand their choices and abilities to make
choices and follow the path that is correct for them.  Their own
personal work.  What a gift it is to be in a position to be even a
small part of a person's life that might spark inspiration in them to
do their true Great Work!
Marilyn Horan, CCM Principal

Counselors Corner

http://marilyn.horan@fcps.org/
http://meet.google.com/rra-efrx-ywe
http://marilyn.horan@fcps.org/


 Danielle Adams, Counselor

Kathleen McNamara, Counselor

From the Art Room

mailto:danielle.adams@fcps.org
mailto:kathleen.bosse@fcps.org


"You can't use up creativity.  The more you use, the more you have." - Maya Angelou

Lisa Reed, Art Teacher

Music Notes

mailto:lisa.reed@fcps.org


Mary Lou Reynolds, Music Teacher

Spanish Spoken Here

mailto:mary.reynolds@fcps.org


   Marisa Maldonado, CCM Spanish Teacher 

http://marisa.maldonado@fcps.org/


Hola!

Happy Fall, everyone!

We have certainly been busy in Spanish class so far this year, below you’ll find informa�on
about what each grade has been working on.

The goal of the elementary Spanish program is to introduce elements of language learning
and culture to our students. Children brains are incredible recep�ve to learning new
languages, and, as a result, tend to pick up new languages faster than adults. The elementary
program is designed as a spiral; topics are introduced in early grades, then revisited and built
upon each year, allowing the students to incorporate new concepts while felling confident
about what they can do with the language.

For grades Pre-K to 2nd, learning occurs mainly through discussions, games, songs, videos
and movement, wri�ng is very limited, o�en just a couple of words or short phrases, I do
make sure they listen to as much Spanish as I can during class, this will get their ears and
brain to start processing the language and get familiar with it.

 For grades 3 to 6, learning occurs in the same mode as Pre-K to 2nd but wri�en expression is
introduced through short phrases. The ability to produce compete sentences and original
thoughts with limited support (a novice mid proficiency level) is the goal for the end of the
school year.

In the next couple of weeks, we will be working in a project about celebra�ons with new
vocabulary and learning more about the tradi�ons in the La�no countries. 
Isabel Schmitz, CCM Spanish Teacher 

Physical Education

http://isabel.schmitz@fcps.org/


    Kerry Grimm, PE Teacher

Lab 21

http://kerry.grimm@fcps.org/


Sixth grade students learned how to use online naviga�on and
research tools to plan their dream road trip adventure to five
different US Na�onal Parks.  Students had to plan their route,
choose their car and calculate gas expenses (or charging needs for
electric cars), and describe what ac�vi�es they wanted to do at each
park. They put together a Google Slides presenta�on to share their
dream trip.  In celebra�on of their work, we enjoyed the short
movie Na�onal Parks Adventure and saw stunning video footage of
the parks they researched.

 Marisa Maldonado, CCM Lab 21 Teacher  

Tidbits From Our GC

Curious about where CCM will be located in Fall 2022?
Monocacy Montessori Communi�es, Inc. (MMCI) updated its website with a
good overview of the facili�es search.  Did you know that Carroll Creek
Montessori's lease expires in June 2022?  Stay up to date on the facili�es
search by a�ending GC mee�ngs, reading the minutes, and emailing
ques�ons to facili�es@carrollcreekmontessori.org. 

Looking for ways to support CCM through volunteering?
Members of the CCM GC have compiled a catalog of key volunteer roles with job descrip�ons for each role.
 Descrip�ons include tasks and �me commitment and point of contact for each role.  Click this link to view the
Volunteer Catalog or contact communica�ons@carrollcreekmontessori.org for more informa�on.
 
Have you voted yet for the MMCI Annual Mee�ng?
The online ballot can be accessed here: h�ps://vote.associa�onvo�ng.com/mmci/.  There are 2 Windows to Vote in
the MMCI Annual Elec�on.  Early Online vo�ng NOW through Wednesday, November 17th at 7:00 p.m.  Online vo�ng
at the Annual Mee�ng open following floor nomina�ons and through Thursday, November 18th 7:00 p.m.
 
Login Instruc�ons:

The online ballot can be accessed here: h�ps://vote.associa�onvo�ng.com/mmci/
The email address that you registered with the MMCI lo�ery during enrollment is your login for our online
vo�ng system.
Your password is the Birth Date of your OLDEST ENROLLED STUDENT at an MMCI school  (CCMPCS or
MVMPCS.)
Your Password must be entered in the format MM/DD/YYYY (include the slashes!)

In some cases, only one guardian registered in the lo�ery system. If the 2nd parent/guardian in your household does
not receive this email with login instruc�ons, they should visit the link above and select the help bu�on in the top
right corner. They will receive their login creden�als once their email address has been verified with the front office. If
you have problems email vo�ng@mmcimd.org

http://marisa.maldonado@fcps.org/
https://mmcimd.org/facilities-search/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ymRYG3Yf9Z99zs4DmZNkktiUIl-UR2VJ
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XyaaYERfOyJ8vD4jgS00styfrt7CBY2FledOrgk47Wk/edit?usp=sharing
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Why is it important for me to watch the Annual Mee�ng?
Being informed about current and future plans is key to being an involved member.  As a member of the organiza�on,
you have a voice in the opera�on of the nonprofit and in the direc�on of our school. Being a part of our annual
mee�ng is a vital way to exercise that responsibility.
 
Par�cipate to hear about the state of our nonprofit, MMCI, and our schools and to vote for various posi�ons open on
both the MMCI Board of Trustees and the Governing Council.
The mee�ng is open to all parents of children who a�end MVMPCS or CCMPCS, all staff at the schools, and Friends of
Educa�on
 
Our Annual MMCI Membership Mee�ng will be held on Wednesday, November 17 at 7 pm. 
 
To join the 2021 Virtual Annual Mee�ng, use the Virtual Mee�ng Link: h�ps://meet.google.com/ask-zqei-sxr or join
by phone: (US) +1 219-515-4272 (PIN: 708473343). 

https://meet.google.com/ask-zqei-sxr?hs=224

